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Contributed photo - The first Powder Hound Triathlon took place last weekend at the Homestake Lodge near Butte. 
Call it a warning worth heeding.
“I know that the winter triathlon is a potentially hazardous activity,” the entry form read. “I should not enter and run unless I am physically fit, medically able, and properly trained. I hereby certify I am in good health, and I have trained to run the distance of the race that I am entering.”
Signed…. The competitor.
The first-ever Powder Hound Triathlon wrapped up this weekend at the Homestake Lodge near Butte, where 18 competitors from Helena, Bozeman, Billings and Missoula, tromped through a light snowpack in a test of mid-winter endurance.
Mandy Axelson, who helped plan the inaugural event with her husband, Chris, along with the Bozeman Triathlon Club, called the race a success.
“We had a great turnout,” said Mandy. “Most people had never done this type of event. It was a challenging course, but they had a lot of fun with it.”
The triathlon took place in the snow at Homestake Lodge, which the Axelsons own. The conditions, coupled with a challenging course and the high elevation, made for tough racing.
Alex Lussier of Bozeman logged the fastest time for men at 1:00:02, while Amy Chichuiolo, also of Bozeman, scored first among women at 1:17:47.
“There were a fair amount of hills in there, and a two-lap bike course,” said Mandy. “By the second lap, the snow was starting to get pretty turned up, sort of like sand. It became a very strategic race.”
Jordan LaRue, of Helena, finished strong at 1:17:48, followed by Aubrey Curtis, of Townsend, at 1:19:30, and Jennifer Griggs, of Helena, at 1:45:46.
The times surprised Chris Axelson, who wouldn’t have bet that Saturday’s competitors would finish the course in the times they did.
The run was 4.5K, the bike was 10K, and the ski event was 4K, adding up to a daunting 18.5K race.
“It was even tougher because you can’t just get out and cuff out a run in the snow,” said Chris. “They were really having to think about how they were moving their bike around and finding their footing.”
The event was the first of what the Axelsons hope are many in the years to come. Given the popularity of triathlons across the state and the growing number of competitors, they decided to host the mid-winter event.
They were pleased with the results.
“We thought it would just be something different, something out of the ordinary from the other running events and biking events,” said Chris. “We thought it would be fun to provide a winter opportunity for triathaletes and something different from their ordinary routine.”
Powder Hound Triathlon
For more information on the Powder Hound Triathlon, call the Homestake Lodge at 406-585-8052, or log on to www.homestakelodge.com
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